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We are very fortunate to have a special guest speaker, Peter 
J. Hatch, who recently retired as Director of Gardens and 
Grounds for the Thomas Jefferson Foundation. As Director of 
Gardens and Grounds at Monticello from 1977 to 2012, Mr. 
Hatch was responsible for the maintenance, interpretation, 
and restoration of its 2,400-acre landscape. Mr. Hatch also 
conceived and oversaw numerous educational programs, in-
cluding Monticello Garden Tours (for 35,000 annual visitors).
 
He has written several previous books on Jefferson’s gar-
dens and is an advisor for First Lady Michelle Obama’s White 
House kitchen garden. He lives in Charlottesville, VA. 
 
A recipient of many awards and honors, Mr. Hatch has lec-
tured in 35 states on Jefferson and the history of gardening.  
His latest book, ‘A Rich Spot of Earth’: Thomas Jefferson’s 
Revolutionary Garden at Monticello (Yale University Press,  
April 2012) about the Monticello vegetable garden of       

Jefferson’s retirement years, will be available for purchase 
and autograph at our meeting.

So, mark your calendars and we hope to see you on Friday, 
February 15th. This should be a fun and interesting session! 

Master Gardener Meeting information: 
Friday, February 15, 2013 starting at 7 pm 

Zilker Botanical Garden
Master Gardener Meetings are not open to the public

February 15 - Meeting - Peter J. Hatch

Cover Photo by: Bruce Leander 
‘Snow Sweet’ snow peas
 
Right: Reve d’Or
Photo by Liath Appleton
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“A RICH SPOT OF EARTH”
Thomas Jefferson’s Revolutionary Garden at Monticello
by Peter J. Hatch

The inside Foreword was written by Alice Waters; chef, author and pioneer of the culinary philosophy that cooking should be of 
the	finest	and	freshest	seasonal	ingredients	that	are	produced	sustainably	and	locally.	
She writes about the 1,000-foot terraced vegetable garden where the very vegetables and herbs Jefferson favored are thriving 
under the extensively restored direction of Peter Hatch.  Jefferson’s impact on America’s present day variety of fruits, vegetables 
and herbs continue to our present day.  
Jefferson experimented with over 330 varieties and some 99 species of vegetables.  He also introduced into the early American 
Colonies species we now take for granted, such as tomatoes (earlier thought to be poisonous), okra, eggplant, lima beans, 
peanuts, and peppers.
Jefferson	is	also	documented	with	planting	170	varieties	of	the	finest	fancy	fruit	known	in	the	early	19th	century;	180	species	
of native and exotic trees, shrubs, and vines; and 120 species of herbaceous ornamentals.

Peter Hatch begins “A Rich Spot of Earth” by telling how, when Jefferson retired from the presidency back to his home at 
Monticello, he wrote the following:

 “I have often thought that if heaven had given me choice of my position and Calling, it should have been on a rich spot 
of earth, well watered, and near a good market for the productions of the garden.  No occupation is so delightful to me as the 
culture of the earth, and no culture comparable to that of the garden.  Such a variety of subjects, some one always coming 
to perfection, the failure of one thing repaired by the success of another, and instead of one harvest a continued one thro’ the 
year.  Under a total want of demand except for our family table I am still devoted to the garden.  But tho’ an old man, I am but 
a young gardener.”

Jefferson documented nearly six decades of horticultural triumphs and failures in his Garden Book, a diary he maintained from 
1766 – 1824.  This rich record keeping made possible the most accurate early American garden restoration ever undertaken.
Mr. Hatch will talk about his years spent as Director of Gardens and Grounds at Monticello from 1977 to 2012.  He was responsible 
for the maintenance, interpretation, and restoration of its 2,400 acre landscape.
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I	wrote	to	Mr.	Hatch,	asking	for	his	favorite	varieties,	and	here	is	his	answer.		“The	field/crowder	pea	is	the	vegetable	I’d	take	
with me to a desert island. It thrives in heat, humidity, and drought; it is leguminous and so adds nitrogen to the soil; and I love 
to boil the fresh peas for hours and eat these delicate morsels with only salt and pepper in its savory vegetable gravy.” He added 
that his favorite fruit was the Newtown Pippin apple.  Jefferson wrote from Paris that in Europe they had “no apple comparable” 
to it.  
As for tree, it is the white oak, Quercus alba, a species Jefferson described as the “Jupiter of our Groves.”  It is the signature 
tree of the forests of the Mid-Atlantic.  Mr. Hatch states, “When growing alone, ancient white oak trees create outdoor mansions 
with the spreading scaffolding of their enduring limbs”. 

Thomas Jefferson lived and gardened at Monticello (Italian meaning “little mountain”). He inherited the land as the eldest son 
from a portion of his family’s estate, Shadwell, near the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia.  

Thomas Jefferson was a true Renaissance man.  He was a philosopher, scientist (he recorded each day’s temperature), naturalist, 
historian, inventor, gardener, architect, avid reader and writer and, by all accounts, played the violin beautifully.  He also was a 
planter, lawyer, legislator, governor, diplomat, secretary of state, vice-president, and president.

He wrote the Declaration of Independence, which expressed the idea of individual liberty.  

He negotiated with Napoleon the purchase of the Louisiana Territory for approximately $15 million, adding approximately 500 
million acres, and more than doubling size of the U.S. (previously 434 million acres).

He sanctioned the Lewis & Clark expedition which was to undertake the journey to discover the course and source of the 
Mississippi River.  They were to bring back seeds and specimens from this newly purchased territory.

But we must also remember, “he was a man not of our time, but of his own, formed by the historical realities of the 18th and 
19th centuries”.*

He drew sustenance from music and joy from gardening!

* “Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power” by Jon Meacham

Peter J. Hatch - A Rich Spot of Earth              Continued...
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Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs

by Wizzy Brown

Brown	marmorated	stink	bugs	were	confirmed	in	the	Corpus	Christi	area	in	late	2011.			These	insects	are	a	new	pest	to	Texas,	and	are	
relatively new to the United States.  They are a true bug with piercing-sucking mouthparts, and have a large list of plants that they may 
feed upon, including numerous ornamentals, vegetables and fruits.

Brown	marmorated	stink	bugs	are	shield-shaped,	and	about	5/8	inch	and	mottled	brown	in	color.		The	last	two	antennal	segments	have	
alternating light and dark bands.  The edges of the abdomen, which are exposed from above, also have alternating light and dark bands.  
You	can	find	an	image	here:	http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/animals/stinkbug_child.shtml#.UPhHNVK-Qjs

These stink bugs emerge from their overwintering sites in the spring, and begin to feed on plants.  The females lay clusters of pale green 
barrel-shaped eggs on the underside of leaves.  Nymphs, or immatures, are reddish-yellow with black markings.  As nymphs get older, 
they more closely resemble the adults, but do not have fully developed wings.

These bugs caught the media’s attention in 2010 when they were seen in very high numbers in the Mid-Atlantic States. Not only can 
these bugs be a nuisance pest and move into homes when temperatures drop, but they also attack many high value crops.  

Brown marmorated stink bugs usually cause small necrotic areas by feeding on plant tissue, but they may also cause stippling or seed 
loss, and may transmit diseases.  Damage to fruit can include scarring, pitting and cat-facing.  Sometimes fruit texture can become mealy 
or grainy.

We suspect that BMSB is in more places across Texas, but have not been noticed as a new pest species.  They are very good at 
hitchhiking, and could be transported into the state via travelers who come from infested areas to overwinter in Texas.  We need your 
help!  Please email digital images of suspected stink bugs to me at ebrown@ag.tamu.edu.

For	more	information	or	help	with	identification,	contact	Wizzie	Brown,	Texas	A&M	AgriLife	Extension	Service	Program	Specialist	at	
512.854.9600.  
Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/animals/stinkbug_child.shtml#.UPhHNVK-Qjs
mailto:ebrown@ag.tamu.edu
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February is the month vegetable gardeners begin the transition to the spring growing season. Even 
though it’s too early to plant beans, squash, tomatoes and other warm season crops, it’s not too 
early to loosen garden soil and amend with compost and fertilizer in preparation for planting next 
month. Perform a soil test and amend your garden according to the recommendations, then allow 
it to rest and mellow until planting time arrives. Remember that timing is critical for success. If you 
plant tomatoes in February they may meet an unfortunate demise in a cold snap, and if you wait 
to	plant	tomatoes	in	May	they	will	fizzle	out	in	the	heat	or	be	attacked	by	pests	or	disease	before	
they ever have a chance to bear fruit. Adventurous gardeners might set tomatoes out in February, 
but if freezing weather is forecast, the plants will require special attention, such as wrapping cages 
with plastic and using Christmas lights or plastic jugs of water to provide extra warmth within the 
cage. And of course that plastic may have to be vented or removed once the temperatures warm 
up – in our roller coaster weather that could mean the next day! 

If you are growing your own tomato or pepper transplants, bump them up to bigger pots this 
month, and make sure they are getting plenty of light. Garden peas, including sugar snap and 
snow peas, can be planted early this month for delicious harvest when April rolls around. 
 
Mid-February is the recommended planting time for 
potatoes. Purchase disease-free seed potatoes from 
local nurseries or feed stores. Avoid the temptation to 

use potatoes from the grocery store as they could carry disease organisms that could 
be transferred to the soil. Potato Garden (www.potatogarden.com) is an excellent 
mail	order	source	for	certified	seed	potatoes.		

Prepare your potato bed by mixing in a layer of compost along with 1 cup of organic 
fertilizer for every 10 feet of row. Cut potatoes into pieces that are about the size of 
an egg, making sure each piece has 2-3 eyes on it. Allow the cut pieces to cure in a 
warm location for at least 2-3 days before planting. Some gardeners dust their seed 
potatoes with sulfur to help prevent soil borne disease.  

‘Little Marvel’ garden pea

Early planted tomatoes will need 
protection from cold snaps and freezing 
temperatures

www.potatogarden.com
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Potatoes should be planted 4-6 inches deep and 12 inches apart. When the plants are 
about 8 inches tall, hill them up by pulling dirt or mulch up around the base of the stem 
leaving about 6 inches of leafy growth exposed at the top. Do this again 3-4 weeks 
later. Ultimately you want to have several inches of soil or mulch above the seed piece 
so that the developing tubers will be covered by soil and will not be exposed to sunlight 
(which causes them to turn green).  

Recommended	varieties	for	Texas	include	Red	LaSoda,	Red	Pontiac,	White	Kennebec	
and	Yukon	Gold.	I’ve	also	had	great	results	with	fingerling	potatoes	including	Russian	
Banana, Peanut, Austrian Crescent and Red Thumb. 

Potatoes are fun and rewarding to grow; see for yourself by viewing the following video from 
Discovery Networks’ “Dirty Jobs”: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFYOGnwezA8.

In The Vegetable Garden                 Continued...

Preparing potatoes for planting

Photos: Bruce Leander

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFYOGnwezA8
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Spring Vegetable Gardening
Thursday, Feb 7

10am - 12pm

Travis	County	AgriLife	Extension	Office
1600 B Smith Rd.
Austin TX  78721

Now is the time to plan for Spring!  Join Tommie Clayton, Mas-
ter Gardener Vegetable Garden Specialist, for this fact-packed 
session. Increase your plant’s production by learning about soils 
and amendments.   Discover how short- and long-term plan-
ning helps prevent diseases.   Understand which varieties are 
recommended for this area and ideal planting time.  Take the 
guess work out of choosing seed seeds or transplants.  This 
is an excellent session for new and experienced gardeners.  

Registration required at  https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu or by 
phone	979-845-2604.		Keyword	Search:	Green	Thumb.		One	
class is $15, with price discounts for signing up for 3 or more 

classes at the same time.  Class is limited to 40 people. 

Easy Rose Gardening
Saturday, Feb 9
10am - 12pm

Zilker Botanical Garden
2220 Barton Springs Rd.

Austin, TX, 78746 

Incorporate user friendly roses into your new or existing garden 
plans! Cher Groody is a master gardener with 30 years of experi-
ence in the use of roses in a landscape. She will teach you methods 
for proper selection of rose varieties, site prep and maintenance like 
pruning, pest control and fertilization.   This session is excellent for 
newbies and experienced gardeners and questions are encouraged. 
 
This seminar is free; Zilker park entrance fee is $2 per adult, $1 
per child or senior.  The seminar is presented by the Travis Coun-
ty Master Gardeners, a volunteer arm of the Texas AgriLife Ex-
tension Service in Travis County. www.tcmastergardeners.org. 

For information, call (512)477-8672.

Austin Area Garden Events

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu
www.tcmastergardeners.org
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TRAVIS CounTy MASTER GARdEnER ASSoCIATIon  
2013 ExECuTIVE BoARd
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This issue of the Compost Bin has been published thanks to the contributions of the following 
Travis County Master Gardeners and Wizzie Brown — Texas AgriLife Extension:
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